AUGUST 2002

Happy Hours

Dine-a-round

August 2, 6 PM

For further details and maps of each location, please
log on to our web site miamiskiclub.com

Tuesday, August 27, 6:00PM
CHART HOUSE
51 Chart House Drive in Coconut Grove
(305) 856-9741
An American tradition for 40 years and well known
for its extensive salad bar and great food, the Chart
House is located in one of Miami’s most attractive
settings. The dining room and bar, perched on the
water’s edge, overlook beautiful Biscayne Bay in
the heart of Coconut Grove. Dinner will begin with
the “famous” salad bar, then on to the main course,
a choice of Shrimp Scampi, Grilled Lemon Pepper
Chicken, Sesame Salmon or a “petite“ Filet Mignon.
Your dinner will also include several side dishes,
coffee and a glass of wine.
To guarantee this incredible price, WE MUST BE
SEATED BY 6:25 PM SHARP! Beat the heat (and
the traffic) and join us for a cash bar from 5:30 to
6:20 PM.
For reservations, contact your hostess, Sabina
Van Tuyn at: specialevents@miamiskiclub.net or
(305) 888-SNOW. Do not delay, make your reservations no later than August 22nd. Make checks
payable to Miami Ski Club and send to: Sabina
Van Tuyn, PO Box 0757, Miami Springs, FL
33266. Members $29 and guests $32.

Keys dive/snorkel

Be a host

Sunday, August 4, 12 noon
Tavenier

We’re still looking for hosts, with the "mosts," to
help us with the Dine-a-rounds. If you have a
favorite gourmet restaurant in Miami-Dade or
Broward County that you’d like to share with your
MSC friends, please contact Michelle Dunaj at registration@miamiskiclub.net and let her know. It’s a
great way to enjoy good food and good friends!
Besides, how often do you get to have 30 people
over for dinner and have them pay their own way!

Jake's Bar & Grill
6901 SW 57th Avenue
(Red Road)
South Miami (305) 662-8632
August 9, 6PM

August 16, 6PM

August 23, 6PM

August 30, 6PM

Sunset Tavern
7232 SW 59 Avenue
South Miami (305) 665-9996
Giorgios Grill
606 N. Ocean Drive (A1A)
Hollywood (954) 929-7030
Smith & Wolensky
1 Washington Avenue
Miami Beach (305) 673-2800
Tu Tu Tango
3015 Grand Avenue
(Cocowalk 2nd Floor)
Coconut Grove
(305) 529-2222

Join us for another great afternoon of scuba diving
and snorkeling with Florida Keys Dive Center in
Tavenier, Florida (MM 90.5). Members $39 and
guests $42. Please contact Bill Griffin immediately
to reserve your space. Call Bill at (305) 606-8358 or
mail billg@adventuretravelclubs.com.

Amazingly enough the transition of the Board seems to have happened without
incident and with the continued enthusiasm set in motion two years ago. Needless
to say, I’m thrilled!…and relieved. Your continued support only makes my job that
much easier and rewarding. I was very touched by those of you who read my letter in last month’s Newsletter and who took the time to share your thoughts with me
about it. Many of the other members of the Board have told me that several of you
have called to offer them ideas for ski destinations, suggestions for new Happy
Hour locations, etc. We all appreciate your participation. It’s only with everyone’s
continued interest, contribution and enthusiasm that the Club will continue to exist and prosper. Thank
you. Keep the calls coming and come out and support the Club at our many and varied activities.
Speaking of which, thanks for making June a great kick off for my tour. The Happy Hours continued to
consistently average 50 plus members (with some guests) and the Dine-a-round at Red Fish Grille was
a tremendous success with 35 participants. We filled the room! Unfortunately, due to weather conditions
(Gee, I thought it was "April showers bring May flowers;" I don’t remember anything about June downpours.), we had to cancel the moonlight sail. Personally, I was quite disappointed, but I guess Mother
Nature had other ideas for the evening. Anyway, we’re going to try it again in August. Check out the article in this issue for the details of the evening sail. And, if you signed up and sent a check in for the sail in
June, please contact Sabina and let her know if you’d like to have it applied to the August sail.
It’s hard to believe that by the time you receive this Newsletter that the summer will be half way over.
Time just flies when you’re having fun. So don’t miss out on the balance of the summer activities
remaining on the schedule. We have two dives this month…one off of MM 90.5 in the Florida Keys
and the other just offshore of Downtown Miami. Both should be amazing! Space is limited so sign
up early. In addition to the Friday night Happy Hours (a great way to unwind from the long work week),
we also have the evening sail through the Intercoastal Waterway (discussed a bit above and in more
detail elsewhere in this Newsletter) and the Dine-a-round at the Chart House. Never a dull moment!
I look forward to seeing you at these events.
Finally, after diligent efforts, we have the ski trips set, the trip chairpersons selected and trips on sale. With
the fabulous destinations and itineraries, I know I only wish I could take enough time off of work to go on
all the trips. Alas, it’s just not the case. Nonetheless, I expect the trips to go fast. It may seem like the ski
season is far off, but it’ll be here before you know it. Besides, it’s really nice to think snow thoughts while
the summer heat is ablaze…it really does cool things down. Hope to see you on the slopes.
Jena Rissman
president@miamiskiclub.net
(305) 341-3030

Don’t forget to look up the latest information on our web site: miamiskiclub.com

Snowball
Friday, September 20, 7 PM - 11 PM
Rusty Pelican
It is Snowball time again - Rusty Pelican is the
place to be! Mark your calendars now. Don’t miss
the first Snowball of the year. Get creative and
imaginative for a FORMAL FROM THE WAIST UP
party. Wear your tuxedo shirt and jacket with
sneakers and jeans, or sequin top with shorts,
fancy blouse with capri pants, or whatever makes

you happy (also referred to as a Diamond and
Denim party). Trips will be on sale. Sign up early,
don’t let the opportunity pass you by. See this
year’s latest fashions shown by Peter Glenn and
Sun & Ski Sport. There will be pasta/pizza and a
salad bar, a cash bar and dancing the night away
to D.J. Boogie Man George.
Please RSVP to Sandie Margoluis by phone (305)
596-9311 or by e-mail events@miamiskiclub.net.
Members free and guests $15

Evening sail

Miami wreck trek

Saturday, August 17, 5:45PM- 11PM
Miami Beach
Looking for another great way to enjoy our beautiful city? Spend a lovely evening sailing Biscayne
Bay. We will sail at 6 PM sharp and cruise our
magnificient Intercoastal Waterway. Under the
moonlight, enjoy scrumptious sandwiches with all
the fixings and drinks. Please feel free to bring
your favorite bottle of wine, beer or delicacy to
enjoy or share.
We will cast off on the “Gypsy Rover” from The
Manhattan Apartments located at 6770 Indian
Creek Drive, Miami Beach. Meet the crew no later
than 5:45 PM. Directions: Take the Julia Tuttle
(195) to Alton Road North until you reach Indian
Creek Drive (just north of 65th Street on your left).
Parking is limited: either valet at The Manhattan
Apartments or on the street. The concierge will
show you to the "Gypsy Rover" behind the building.
Members $38 and guests $42. For reservations, contact Sabina Van Tuyn at specialevents@miamiskiclub.net or (305) 888-SNOW. Make your check
payable to the Miami Ski Club and mail to: Sabina
Van Tuyn, PO Box 0757, Miami Springs, FL 33266.
We will sail rain or shine!

Saturday, August 24, 7:30 AM
Miami
Join us for a spectacular dive adventure on the
shallow wrecks offshore Miami. We will be diving
off the 50-foot "Nautilus" diveboat, and departing
from the Sealine Marina, located at the Marriot
Hotel behind the old Omni, at 555 NE 16th Street.
Conditions permitting, we plan on diving the "wreck
trek." Divers can start with the wreck of the
Patricia, a 65-foot steel tug, and then navigate
around the circuit by following markers in the sand.
From the Patricia, we can swim counterclockwise
to an underwater battlefield, which includes two
M60s and a 1,000-ton mass of limerock boulders.
Crevices in these boulders harbor banded coral
shrimp, spiny lobster, juvenile moray eels and
many tropical reef fish. The next stop is Billy's
Barge, a 100-foot, low-profile wreck surrounded by
360 tons of concrete pipe. The third stop, Ben's
Antennae Reef, consists of sections of discarded
radio towers, pyramiding 20 feet from the shore
bottom. From the pyramids, we can pass over the
wreckage of a shrimp boat to the fourth stop, Miss
Karline, an 85-foot-long steel-hulled vessel with a
15-foot profile.
Members $39 and $42 for guests. Please send
checks made payable to Miami Ski Club to Bill
Griffin, 6800 SW 40th St., #461, Miami, FL 33155.
(Tanks are available at $16 for two. Send checks
for tanks made out to Bill Griffin.) Other
dive/snorkel gear is available as well. Questions?
Call Bill at (305) 606-8358 or e-mail billg@adventuretravelclubs.com. Please be at boat no later
than 7:30 am.
Directions: Take Biscayne Blvd to NE 15th Street.
Head East on NE 15th. Turn left on North
Bayshore drive. There is a side street with a
church parking lot on the right, and the Marriott is
on your left. Take a right heading east and you will
see the dock and boat. Unload your gear and then
park across the street in the Omni parking lot.
Map with directions also available at miamiskiclub.com.

Bahamas again!
October 10 -13, 2002
Green Turtle Cay, Abaco Islands
Back by popular demand! Since we had such a blast
last year, we just have to do it again! Green Turtle
Cay is a picturesque little island accessible only by
boat (we actually fly into Treasure Cay and take a
ferry over). The historic town of New Plymouth sits at
the southern tip of the island, offering some local
restaurants, shops and art galleries. The remainder of
the island consists of rock bluffs, sandy beaches and
hidden coves, yours to explore. The accommodations
are about as perfect as you can get, nestled in palm
trees, overlooking the ocean.
This trip will depart from Miami on Thursday, October
10 and return Sunday, October 13, 2002. Offered at
a fantastic price of $525.00, including air, fabulous
lodging, a welcome wine & cheese party, daily
breakfast, a banquet dinner and lunch on the day
of departure. Space is limited to 12 participants
(members only). So get your applications and
checks in as soon as possible! Please contact
Sabina Van Tuyn to sign up for this trip. E-mail
sabinaVT@bellsouth.net or call (305) 888-SNOW.

State Of The Miami Ski Club

Address
Many things have changed these past two years, our Bylaws being one of them. And one of the things
our new Bylaws now require is a year-end report by the President, informing the membership of the general health and condition of the Club, the financial picture, our successes and our failures. Personally, in
the past, I felt that there was a lack of accountability to the membership. This let us slip much too close
to the edge of brink, without you, the member, having a clue. Last year, it was my pleasure to give you a
very detailed report on our condition, the first such report in our thirty-four year history. If we stick with
the current Bylaws, these reports should become an annual staple. Over the past two years, we made our
best effort to keep you informed, not just giving you the good, but also the bad and the ugly, which will
inevitably be a part of the picture from time to time. By keeping you fully informed, we hope to make
you more involved with the Club and to raise your voice, when you feel things are not going well.
I can only hope that you will read on, as I am truly proud and excited about what I have to report to you.
I will try to be factual and objective, refraining from excessive chest beating, as tempting as that may be
at times. And as always, I sincerely welcome your comments, as we never have enough feedback.
Your now Past President, George Ondricek (305) 234-7344 pastpresident@miamiskiclub.net.

YEAR IN REVIEW. To borrow from the ancient
Arabic curse, it certainly was an interesting year. Of
course, we refer to our fiscal year, which ran from
June 1, 2001 to May 31, 2002. We started out like
gangbusters, coming off a year which saw us recover from the previous year’s deficit and ending up
with a surplus, increased membership, great trips in
store and a lot of enthusiasm. The picnic had a
record turnout of 166 people who bought over one
third of the available trip spaces within a few hours
of them going on sale. That on top of Japan and
China, which had already sold out months earlier,
also within hours of being offered. In short, about
half of our total trip spaces were spoken for by the
end of the picnic, and things were looking mighty
good. All summer, we were on a roll, looking to
expand some of the trips to satisfy demand, and
attendance at events was at an all time high. And
then came September 11. As those events devastated
the nation, the Club suffered as well. Not only was
the enthusiasm below freezing point, but no one
signed up for any trip at all for months; no one joined
the Club. And then the cancellations started to come
in and things went from bad to worse. Our projections and budget headed for the waste can and we
went into survival mode. Our trip leaders and the
Board doubled their efforts to turn things around
and we returned to the drawing board to crunch
numbers, negotiate with vendors for extensions and
make the best of the situation. And it worked.

TRIPS were our major concern, because of the huge
financial exposure. Our margins are very tight, and
the liabilities potentially large, so the budgeting and
planning has to be very good to make things work.
Fortunately, we were conservative in projecting the
number of skiers for last year, and in the end it paid
off. Most of our trips managed to fill to an acceptable
level toward the very end (talk about sweating it out),
and by the time everything was said and done, the
only trip we lost money on was Cortina. To put things
into perspective, most other Florida Ski Council clubs
cancelled out of that trip all together, however we
have made a commitment to our membership as well
as the FSC, and the decision was to go ahead with the
trip, even at a loss. Frankly, the cancellation fees
incurred would have amounted to about the same,
had we cancelled. In the end, overall we were down
only by 11 skiers from the year before. But wait, were
we? Funny things, those statistics - there is always
room for interpretation. The year before, we had a
two-week trip to two destinations in Europe
(Chamonix and Zermatt), and each trip counted separately, so those people who went on both, counted
twice. This year, we had the Japan and China trip,
which we counted only once. Consequently, if we
treated them as separate trips, we would have ended
up with 35 more skiers than the year before! But that’s
not the whole story yet. On top of the Keys Weekend
(where we don’t provide transportation, and therefore
don’t consider as a trip), we had the Bahamas adven-

ture, and the very successful New Orleans trip (with
37 people). By that account, we actually took 88 more
people traveling! Fancy math aside, we have done a
terrific job with our trips, now matter how you slice it!
Our FINANCES have also done remarkably well. As
of this writing, there are still some pending fiscal
issues, particularly with a couple of trips, so we don’t
have exact dollars and cents to give you yet. But it
looks like we can have a surplus in the neighborhood
of $20,000 this year. Needless to say, that is a very
large number. So where did all that money come
from? The answer would have to be “from everywhere!” In the past, we had basically two sources of
income: memberships and trips. These last two years
we have expanded on that a bit. Not to sell it short,
our memberships did account for a good portion of
the income (more on that subject later). Some trips
barely broke even, but other trips have expanded
enough to generate an additional comp that was not
budgeted, which translates into pure gravy for the
Club. We have also had two trips (Argentina and
New Orleans) go out with trip leaders paying their
own way, with their comp going directly to the Club.
A substantial contribution to our treasury, needless to
say. The Bahamas trip also went out without a trip
leader comp.
Our finances have been judiciously managed, with
the bulk of the funds earning income. We now have a
very solid cash reserve, which is generating revenues
for us as well. Another, less obvious source of revenue, is the special events. On most of them, we only
make one or two dollars max per person, but the
quantity of these events has grown so much, that at
the end of the day, all these little dollars add up.
Advertising sales have helped quite a bit as well. The
ads in the Newsletter help offset the printing costs, but
the Magazine revenues exceeded the printing costs,
with the surplus supporting the Newsletter production. But once again, one of the truly major savings
came from the volunteer work, with just about everything being done in house. For example, all the mailings are done by the Board, the entire magazine was
produced at no cost to the Club (other then the actual
printing), the new signs were done by us for just the
cost of materials, most of the meals at Board meetings
were cooked by the host for a token fifty bucks, and so
on. In short, a lot of the people on the Board and EC
have pitched in, without looking to the Club for compensation. And that amounted to a lot.
MEMBERSHIP is perhaps one of the greatest victories we can claim. After many, many years of declining numbers, 2000-2001 saw us bring the membership
up from near extinction, and by the end of that year,
we had increased our ranks by about 10% over 1999 2000. Truly an amazing feat, given the circumstances.
After September 11, we were only hoping to be able to
hold those numbers. But things started picking up,
and the 2001 - 2002 membership data is in. Get this:

we have actually increased our membership again,
but this time by over 22% from the previous year!
That’s double the growth of the year before! That
makes for one hell of a trend, and I can’t tell you how
happy that makes me. While we are on the subject, a
lot of effort went into encouraging early renewals. I
wish everyone would renew their membership on
time, but most people seem to let their memberships
lapse, and then renew during the year. At this point
in time, only a couple of weeks into the 2002 - 2003
year, we have about half of our members renewed.
That seems like a rather pathetic number (it is a
pathetic number), but historically speaking, that is
very high. This means that we are starting the year
with a fairly solid base of well over three hundred
members, which is very good.
Another major objective was to put a NEW FACE on
the ol’ Miami Ski Club. At the end of the two years,
we have pretty much succeeded. Just look around new trip signs, all new forms, new web site, new
Newsletter, new stationary, new banner, expanded
magazine, new Club shirts, new name badges, you
name it. The only thing still not in place is the automated phone system. All those changes are mainly
cosmetic, but they reflect the sense of professionalism, which we tried to bring into the Club. Things
like leaving phone calls unanswered, or not having
the Newsletter on time are simply not an option any
more. This carries over to how we deal with our vendors, maintain our finances, how we run trips, and so
on. But most of all, it is reflected in the level of enthusiasm we have seen for two years now. And that’s
invaluable.
An equally important objective was to truly make this
a Club for all who want to participate. Being where I
am, this is perhaps impossible for me to judge objectively, but we are making a constant effort to make
everyone feel welcome and not give the impression of
“cliquishness”. I hope that you feel we have succeeded on that count. That also brought in a very serious attempt to do away with sandbox politics. To
paraphrase one of my favorite movies, this Club had
suffered tremendously by a great political upheaval
some years back, only to be followed by a dark period of serious downheaval. I believe that we have
managed to have a two year period of no heaval at
all. And that’s the way it should be.
What else? Well, we have been awarded the Ski Club
of the Year award by the Florida Ski Council for the
improvements made in our Club, and we have won
the FSC Challenge Cup trophy in NASTAR racing. We
have tremendously expanded our list of trips and
activities, and we promise to do more. But most of all,
we have had a lot of fun, have made a lot of friends,
and we have made sure that we’ll be around for a
while longer for others to enjoy. I hope that you have
benefited from all the good things the Club has to offer.
George

Miami Ski Club 2003 winter ski trips
All prices include air, lodging, pre-trip party, daily breakfast, trip banquet, admission to Springfest, and are based
on double occupancy. Other information such as single supplement and land only deductions are available.
Winter Park, Colorado Jan 11- 18, 2003
$1,150
Laurie Hendrickson (954) 442-1602/ Winterpark@miamiskiclub.net
This year, we open our ski season with Winter Park. This Florida Ski Council trip offers awesome skiing
and endless parties. Winter Park has 2,886 skiable acreage, 134 Trails, 22 lifts and 3,060 feet of vertical
drop. Worried about snow? Winter Park boasts 365 inches of annual snowfall. We will be staying at the Iron
Horse, Winter Park’s ski-in/ski-out premier resort.
Vail, Colorado Jan 18 - 25, 2003 Price includes 5-day lift ticket!
$1,650
Jack Barr/Michelle Pivar (305) 279-4194/ Vail@Miamiskiclub.net
This year, Vail has come through with an unbelievable package, which includes parties with other Florida ski
clubs and a 5-day lift ticket. Some Florida ski clubs attending the Winter Park FSC week will be joining us
just down the road at Vail to continue the party for yet another week. Vail is famous for its back bowls and
especially the new Blue Ski Basin. We will be back at Manor Vail, located steps from the Golden Peak lift
and only a few minutes walk to Vail Village with great dining and superb shopping.
Winter Park/Vail Combination Jan 11 - 25, 2003
Laurie Hendrickson (954) 442-1602/ Winterpark@miammiskiclub.net

$2,450

Interlaken, Switzerland Feb 4 – 16, 2003
$1,625
Michelle Dunaj (305) 445-6701/ Interlaken@miamiskiclub.net
This Florida Ski Council trip offers the best of touring dining, and skiing. This package include 3 nights in
Geneva, 7 nights in Interlaken, and one night in Zurich, accommodations are all four star. Interlaken is located in a valley surrounded by the picturesque Swiss Alps. There are three major ski areas, offering terrain
suitable for all levels: Mannlichen, Kleine Scheidegg, and Schilthorn. There will be several optional day tours,
including Lucerne, Bern, Zermatt, and Montreux. Come and experience world renowned Swiss skiing, apres
ski, and a memorable European vacation.
Park City, Utah Feb 16 - 23, 2003
$1,325
Gail and Jennifer West (305) 382-7530/ Parkcity@miamiskiclub.net
Winter Park was a key ski venue for the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympics. For years, members have
been asking for a trip to Utah, and you got it. We will be staying at the Shadow Ridge Hotel which is strategically located within walking distance to the lifts. The hotel offers a variety of room configurations including
1 to 3 bedroom condos as well as traditional hotel rooms. Amenities include outdoor heated pool and indoor
whirlpool and sauna. From Park City, you have Deer Valley and The Canyons ski resorts available as well.
Add-on to Snowbird, Utah Feb 23 - 2, 2003
$ 250
This year we are offering an add-on to Snowbird. Price includes 3 nights at the Cliff Lodge, and lift tickets.
Lake Louise, Canada Mar 8 - 15, 2003
$1,350
Mike Lorion (305) 661-2165/ LakeLouise@miamiskiclub.net
Lake Louise is one of Canada’ best skiing and the Chateau Lake Louise is one of the best places to stay.
As Canada’s largest ski area, Lake Louise offers skiers and boarders unlimited possibilities. Lake Louise is
also skier friendly with a green or easy run from every lift. Want something a little more challenging? Some
of the world’s best heli-skiing is right here with fresh power that’s waist deep. As far as dining, Lake Louise
and Banff offer exquisite cuisine. So come out and exploit the exchange rate and join in on the fun.
Breckenridge, Colorado Mar 29 - Apr 3, 2003
$1,095
Gus Shrader (305) 2537309/ Breckenridge@miamiskiclub.net
This trip is perfect for families looking for a special spring break vacation. We will be staying at Beaver Run,
which is ski-in/ski-out. Breckenridge offers activities for the entire family, including ice skating, ballooning,
and sledding. Additionally, Breckenridge lift tickets are accepted at Vail, Keystone, and A-Basin.
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